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SAY A NESER, (VI 


2, T I M, Chap. 3. V. t, 3, 3345. Js 

This know alſs, that in the laſt dayes perilozs thmes ſhall come. 
For men ſhall be lovers of their owne ſelves, covetoxs, buaſters, 

proud, blaſphemers,diſobediemt to Parents antbankf1 , 
Without natural affetion, trace-breakers, falfe accaſers, incon- 

tinems, fierce, deſpiſers of thoſe that are goed, | | 

Traitors, beady, higb-minded, lovers of pleaſures more then ly- 
vers of God z ; 
Having a forme of godlineſſe,but denying the power thereof. 


FM © 2 diſcourſe upon. theſe words, I cannot 
j thinke of any: fitter introduction then thar 
| wherewith our —_ I m7 
9 => Scrmon of his, Th aay is the Scriptare faifti- 
Y 1:4. And 1 would to God there were not 
great eccaſion to feare that a great partof it may be fullfil- 
led in this place. | 
Two things are contained in it. Firſt the reall wicked- 
nefle of the geacrality of the men af the latter rimes, in the 
foure firſt verſes. For by men ſhall be lovers of themſelves, 
cavetous- boaſters, proud, &c, Iconceive 1 meant, men 
generally ſhall be ſo, otherwiſe this were nothing peculiar 
ro the laſt, but common to all times, forinalltimes ſome, 
nay many have bcen lovers of themſelves; coverous, boaſt- 
ers, proud, &c, Secondly, we have: herethe formal and 
hypocriticall godlineſſc of the ſame times;jinthe laſt verſe, 
A 3 | having 
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(2) 
having aforme of godlinciſe.bur denying the power there. 
of; which latter ordinarily and naturally accompanies the 
former. For as the ſhadowes are longeſt when the Sunne 
is loweſt, and as vines and other fruit trees beare the leſſe 
fruit, when they are ſuffered to luxuriate and fpend their 
ſap upon ſuperfluous ſuckers, and aboundance of leaves: 
So commonly we may obſerve both in Civill converſati- 
on, where there is great ſtore of formality, there is little 
ſincerity: and in Religion where there is a decay of trae 
and cordiall piety, there men entertaine and pleaſe them- 
ſelves, and vainely hope to pleaſe God with cxternall for- 
malities, and performances, and great ſtore of that righte- 
ouſneſſe for which Chriſt ſhall judge the world, : 

[It were no difficult matter ro ſhew that the truth of Saint 
Pauls prediQtion is by experience jxſtificd in both parts of 
it, but my purpoſe is roretraine my lelfe to the latter,and 
to endeavour to clearc unto you, that that in our times is 
generally accompliſhed: Thar almoſt in all places the pa- 
wer of Godlineſle is decayed and vaniſhed, rhe forme and 
profeſſion of it onely remaining: That the ſpirit,and ſoule, 
and life of Religion, is for the moſt part gone, onely the 
outward body or carcafle,or rather the picture or ſhadow 
of it, being left behind: This is the Doctrine whictrat this 
time I ſhall deliver ro you, and the uſe, which I deſire moſt 
heartily you ſhould make of i, is this. To take care that 
you confure, ſo farre as it concernes your particulars, what 
I feare I ſhall prove too true in the general!. 

To come thento our buſineſle without further comple- 
ment, let us examine our wayes, and conſider impartially 
what the Religion of moſt men is. | 

We are baprizediin our intancy, that is, as I conceive, 
dedicated and devoted to Gods ſervice,by our Parents and 


the Church,as-young Samae! was by his Mother Anne, - 
| there 
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(3) 

there (we take a Solemne vow, To forſake- the Devill andall 
bu workes, the vaixe pompe and glory of the world, with all the 
couetous deſires of it, 10 forſake alſo all the carnall deſires of the 
fleſh, and not to follow nor be led by them. This vow we take 
when we be children and underſtand it not: and how ma- 
ny arethere who know,and confider,and regard what they 
have vowed, when they arc become men,almoſt as little as 
they did being children: conſider the lives, and publique 
Actions of moſt men of all conditions in Courr, City,and (. 
Country, & then deny it if you can,that thoſe three things | 
which we have renounced in our baptiſme, the profits, ho- 
nouts, and pleaſures of the world, are not the very Gods 
which divide the world amongſt them,are not ſerved more 
devoutly, confided in more heartily, loved more affeRio- 
nately, then the Father, Sonne,and Holy Ghoſt,in whoſe name 
weare baptized? deny if you can the daily and conſtant 
imployment of all men, to beeither a violent proſecution 
of rhe vaine pompe and glory of the world, or of the 
power, riches, and contemptible profits. of jt, or of rhe 
momentany or unſatisfying pleaſures of the fleſh, or ctſe-of 
the more diabolicall humours of pride, malice, revenge, 
and ſuch like: and yet with this empty forme we pleaſe 
and ſatisfy our ſelves, as well as if we werelively borne a- 
gaine by the Spirit of Gad, not knowing or not —_— | 
what Saint Peter harlr raughe us, Tharthe- Bapriſoze which ***3* 2% 
muſt ſave us, is, Not the putting away of the filth of the fleſh,but 
the anſwere of a g004 conſciene wnto Ged, 

When weare come to yeares capable of .inſtruQion, 
many{whiclis Jlamentable to confiderJare fo little regard- 
ed by themſelves or others, that: they continue little better 
. then Pagans ina Common wealth of Chriſtians,and know 
| little more of Godor of Chriſt, then if they had beene 
bred inthe Indies, A Jamenrtable caſe, and which will one 


A 3 day 


: (6) 
day lye heavie upon their account, which might have a- 
mended itand did not. But many I confeſle are raught to 
a overthis play of Religion, and learned to ſay, Oar Fa- 
ther which art in Heaven: and, 1 beleeve tn God the Father Al- 
wizhty : but where are the men thatlive ſo, as if they did 
veleeve in carneſt, that God is their Almighty Father * 
where are they that feare him , and truſt him , 
and depend upon him onely, for their whole happineſle, 
and love him,and obey him as in reaſon we onght ra doto 
an Almighty Father £ who if he be our Father, and we be 
indced his children, will do for us al the good he can, and 
if he be Almighty, can do for us all the good he will, and 
yet how few are there, who love him with halfe that affe- 
Rion as Children uſually do their naturall Parents, or be- 
leive him with halfe that ſimplicity, or ſerve him with: 
halfe that dilligence? And _— the Lords prayer, the 
plaine truth is, we lyc unto Gad for the moſt part cleane 
through it, and for want of defiring indeed what in word 
we pray for, tell him to his face as many falſe tales as we 
make Petitions, For who ſhewes by his endeavours, that 
he deſires heartily that Gods name ſhould be hallowed, that 
is, holily, and religiouſly worſhiped and adored by all 
men? That his Kingdome ſhould be advanced and inlarged 
That bis bleſſed will ſhould be univerſally obazed? Who ſhews 
by his forſaking ſine, that he deſires ſo much as he ſhould 
do the forgivenes of it? Nay who dothnot revenge upon all 
occafions, the affronts, contempts, and injuries put upon 
him, and ſoupon the matter curſe himſelfe, as oft as he 
ſayes forgive as our treſpaſſes as we forgive them that repoſe 
azainft us? How few depend upon God only for 
their dayly Bread, viz. the good things of this life, as upon 
the onely giver of them, ſo as neither to get nor keepe any 


of them, by any mcanes which they know orfeare to be 
offenſive 
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offenſive unto God? Hawfew defire in carnefſt to aveyed: 
$empration? Nay who almoſt is there, chat takes not the 

; Divells Office out of his hand and is not himſelfe atempter 

both to himſelfe and others? Laſtly who almoſt is there 
that deſires heartily atid above all things.ſo much as the 

thing deſerves to be delivered from agney evill, finne, 
I meane, ad the anger of Gods Now beloved this is cer- 

raine, he that imployes not requifit induſtry, to obtaine 
what he pretends to defire, doesnot defire indeed, but on- 

ly pretends todo ſo: He that deſires not what he praycs 

for, prayes with tongue only and not with his heart, in. 

deed does not pray to God, bur play and dally with him. 
And yet this is all which men generally do, and therefore 
herein alſo accomplifh this prophecy, having « forme of 
godlineſſe but denying the power thereof, 

And this were ill enough, were it in-private, but we a- 
buſe God Almighty alſo with our pnblike and folemne 
formalities, we make the Churcha Stage whercon to at 
our parts and play our pageants, there we make a profeſli- 
on every day of confeſſing owr ſiwnes with humble, lowly, and 
obedient hearts, and yet when we have talked after this man- 
ner, 20, 30, 40, yeares together, our hearts for the moſt 
part continue as proud, as impenitent, as diſobedient as 
they were in the begining. We make great Proteſtations 
when we a(ſemble and meet together to render thanks to God CAl- 
mighty, for the benefits received at his hands, and if this were 
to be a words, with Hoſenn'as andHallelujahs 
and gloria patrss and Pſalmes and Hymnes, 20d ſuch like 
outward matters, peradventure we ſhould doit very ſuffi- 
ciently: but inthe meane time with ourlives and aQions,. 
we provokethe Almighty,and that co his face, with all va- 
riety of greivous and bitter provocations; we do- dayly 
and hourely ſuch things as we know, and he hath aſſured. 

us: 


(6) 
us to be odionus unto hin , and contrary to his nature; 
as any thing in the world is to the nature of any man 
inthe world ; and all this upon poore, trifling, trivial, 
no temptations. If a man whom you had deale well with, 
- ſhould deale ſo with you, one-whom ye had redeemed 
from the Turkiſh ſlavery, and inſtated in ſome indifferent 
good inheritance, ſhould make you fine ſpeeches, enter- 
eaine you with Panegyrickes, and have your praylcs al- 
wayes in his mouth, bur all this while do nothing thar 
pleaſes you, but upon a!l occaſions, pur all affronts and in- 
dignities upon you, would you fay this were a thankful 
man? Nay would you not make heaven and earth ring of 
his unthankfulineſfe, and deteſt him almoſt as much for his 
faire ſpeeches,as his foule ations, Beioved ſuch is our un- 
thankfullneſſe to our God and Creatour, to our Lord and 
Saviour; our rongues ingeminate, and crie aloud Hoſanya, 
Hoſanna, but the lowder voice of our lives and aQtions is 
eracifie him, crucifie bim; We Court God Almighty, and 
complement with him, and profeſle to eſteeme his ſervice 
perfett freedome, but if any thing be to be done, much mote 
ifany thing beto be ſuffered for him, here we leave him, 
we bow the knee before him, and put areed in his hand, 
and a Crowne upon his head,and crie, Hazle King of the 
Fewes: But then with our Cuſtomary finnes, we give him 
gall tro eat, and vineger to drinke, we thruft a ſpeare in his 
fide, naile him to the Croſſe, and.Crucihe to our ſelves 
the Lordof Glory. This is notthe Office of a freind to bee 
waile a dead freind with vaine lamentation. Sed que vola- 
erit meminiſſe, qns mandaverit exequr, to remember what he 
deſires,and execute what he commandes; ſo ſayd adying 
Roman co his treind, and ſo ſay I ro you, To be thankfull 
to God is not to ſay, God be prayſcd, or, God be thanked, 


but to remember what he deſires, and execute what he 
commands 


(7) 

£o:mmants, ro be thankfull ro God is certainely to love 
him, and to lave him is to keepe his Commandements, {6 
faith our Saviour Fob. 19. 4f ye love me, keepe my Commun- 
dements: if we doe [v, we may juſtly pretend tothankfull- 
neſſe, which belcive mee is not a word, nor to be perfor- 
med wich words; Butit we doe nor ſo as generally we doe 
nor, our talke ot chankfullnefſe is nothing clſe but meere 
talke, and we accompliſh Saint Paules prophecy herein al- 
ſo: Having a forme of thankfullneſſe, bur not the reality, 
not the power of it. 

If I ſhould reckon upunto you, how many dired lies 
every wicked mantclls ro God Allmighty as often as he 
ſayes Amen, #0 thu forme of godlineſſe, which our Church 
hath preſcribed, 1f I ſhould preſent unto you all our aRing 
of picty, and playing of humiliation, and perſonating of 
devotion in the Pſalmes, the Letanics, the Colle&s, and 
generally in the whole ſervice, I ſhould beinfinire: And 
theceforc I have thought good to draw a vaile over a great 
part of our Hypocriſy, and to reſtraine the remainder of 
our di:courſero the Coatrariety betweene our profeſhon 
and performance, onely in two things, I meanc Faith and 
R?pentance, 

An firſt for Faith, We profeſle, and indeed generally; 
becaule it is not ſake to doe otherwiſe, that we beleive the 
Scripture to betrue, and that it containes the plaine and 
onely way to infinite and cternall happineſſe; Bur if we 


. did generally beleeve what we do profeſle,if this were the 
' language of our hearts as well as our rongues,how comes 


it to paſlethat the Study otit is ſo generally negleed? 
Let a booke thar treares of the Philoſophers ſtone,promile 
never ſo inany mounraines of gold,8& even the reſtoring of 
thegolden age againe, yet were it no mervaileif few ſhould 
ſtudy it, and the reaſon is, becaule few would belceve jt, 
B But 


($) | 
But if there were a booke extant, and ordinary to be had, as 
the Bible is, which mendid gene:ally beleiveto conraine 
a plaine, and ealy way forall mento become rich, and ro 
live in health and pleafure, and this worlds happineſſe,can 
any man imagine that this booke would be unſtudied by a- 
ny man* and why then ſhould I not beleive, That if the 
Scripture were firmely and heartily belcived, the certaine 
and onely way to happineſle which is perfeR and erernall, 
ir would be ſtudicd by all men, with all diligence? Seeing 
therefore moſt Chriſtians are lo cold and negligent inthe 
ſtudy of it, preferre all other butineſſe, all other pleaſures 
before ir, is there nor great reaſon tofeare that many 
who pretendto beleive it firmely,beleive itnot atall,or ve. 
ry weakely and faintly? If the Generall of an Army or an 
Embaſſadour to ſome Prince or State were aſſured by the 
King his Maſter, that the tranſgrefling any point of his 
Commiſſion ſhould coſt him his life, and the exact perfor- 
mance of it, be recompenced with as high a reward as were 
inthe Kings power to beſtow upon him + can it be imagi. 
ned that any man who beleives this,and ts in his right mind 
can be ſo ſupinely and ſtupidly negligent of this charge, 
which ſo much imports him, as to overſee through want 
of care any one neceſſary Article or part of his Commiſſi- 
on: eſpecially it it be delivered tohim in wricing, and at 
his pleaſure to peruſe it every day? Certainely this abſurd 
negligence is a thing without example, and ſuch as perad- 
venture will never happen to-any ſober manto the worlds 
end: and by the ſame rcalon,it we were armely perſwaded 
tharthis book doth indeed conrtaine that charge and Com- * 
miſſion, which infinitely more concernes us, it were not in 
reaſon poſſible, but that to ſuch aper{waſton, our care and{ . 
diligence about it, ſhould be in ſome meaſure an{werable: 
ſceing therefore moſt of ns are lo ſtrangely careleſſe, ſo 


groſlely 


(9) 
oroſſely negligent of it, is there not great reaſon to feare, 
\ that though we have profeſſors and proteſtars in aboundance, 
\ yerthe Faithfull, rherrucly and fincerely faithfull, are in a 
' manner failed from rhe children of men, What but this 
can be the cauſe that men are ſo commonly ignorant of ſs 
many articles, and particular mandates of it, which yer are 
as manifeſt in iras if they were written with the beames of 
che Sun. For example ; how few of our Ladies and Gen- 
tlewomen, doe or will underſtand, that a voluptuous lite, is 
damnable and prokibired to them? Yet Saint Paxl ſaith to 
very plainely , She that liveth in pleafure i dead while fhe lie" Tm. 5.65 
veth, I beletvethis cale divinely regards not the Sex, He 
would ſay He as well as She, if there had beene occaſion. 
Howtfew of the Gallants of our time doe or will underſtand, 
that it is not lawfull for them ro beas expenſive and coſt- 
ly in apparell, as their meanes or perhaps their credit will 
extead unto? which is to [acrifice unto vanity, that which 
by the Law of Chriſt is due unto Charityzand yetthe ſame 
Saiar Paul forbids plaincly this excefle even to women--al- 
ſo let women (he would have ſaid it much rather tothe men} » Tim. 2. g. 
array themſelves in comely apparell, with ſhamefaſtneſſe and mo- 
deſty, not w:th embroidered haire, or gold, or pearles, or coſtly 
apprreſſ;, andto make our ignorance the more inexcuſable, 
the very {ame rule is delivered by Saint Peter alſo, 1 Epiff. 
3-3» 

How few rich menare or will be perſwaded that the 
Law of Chriſt permits them nor'to heape up riches for e- 
ver, nor perpetually to adde houſe rohouſe, and land to 
land, though by lawfull meancs, bur requires of them thus 
much charity atleaſt, thatever while they are providing 
for tacir Wives and Children, they ſhould our of the in» 
creaſe, wherewith God bleſleth- their induſtry; allot 
the poore ajult and free proportion?. and when'they have 
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provided for them in a convenient manner, (fuch as they 
them{elves ſhall judge ſufficient and convenient in others) ' 
that then they ſhould give over making purchale after pur-/ 
chaſe, bur with the ſurpluſſage of their revenue beyond 
their expence, procure as much aslycs inthem, that no 
Chriſtian remaine miſerably poore: few rich men [I feare 
are or will be thus perſwaded; and their.datly actions ſhew 
as much ,. yer undoubtediy, cither our Saviours general 
command, of lowing our neizhbours 45 onr ſelves, whichcan 
hardly conſiſt with.our keeping-vainely, or ſpending vain- 
ly what he wants for his ordinary ſubſiſtence, laycs upon 
us aneceſſity of this bigh liberality, or his ſpeciall com- 
mand concerning this matter, 2uod ſupereſt date pauperibuz, 
that n hich remaines give 19 the poore, ot that which St, John 
ſaith. 1. Ep. 3. 19. reacheth home unto it, Whoſcever 
bath tha worlds good, and ſeeth bis brother have need, and ſhut- 
teth up the bowells of his compaſſion from him, how dweleth the 
love of God in him? which is 10 eftect, as if he had ſaid--He 
that kezpeth from: any. brother in Chriſt that which his: 
brother wants and he wants nor, doth but vainely thinke 
that he loves God, and therefore yaincly hope that Gods 
loves him. 

Where almoſt are tke men that are or willbe perſ{waded* 
the Golpell of Chrift requires of men Humility, like to that 
of /itile Children, and that under the higheſt paine of dame 
nation? Thar is, that we ſhould no more over- vaiue our 
lelves, or defire to be highly eſtecmed by. others, no-more- 
undcryalue, ſcorne,or deſpiſe others,. no more affeR pre- 
eminence over others, then litde children do, before we 
have putthat pride intothem, which.atterwards we charge 
wholy upon their naturall corruption: and yerovr bleſſed 
Saviour requires nothing more Rigidly, nor more plainly 
then this high degree of humilicy, veri/y.,ſath he,Tſay nnuo 

you 


(er). | 
you the ſpeakes to his diſciples afeRing high places and 
demanding which of them ſhould be greateſt, excep: ye 
be comverted and become as little Children, ye ſhall not enter into 
the Kingdome of Heaven, 

Would irnot be ſtrange newes to a.great many, that 
not onely adultery and fornication,but even ancleaneneſſeand 
{aſctviouſneſſe, not only idolatry, and witcheraft, but hatred, 
variance, emnlations, wrath, and contentions, not only mayr- 
thers, but emvying: not drwnkeneſſe onely, but »evelling, are 
things prohibited ro Chriſtians, and ſuch asif we for- 
ſake them not,we cannot inheritthe Kingdome of heaven? 
and yet theſe things, as ſtrange as they may ſceme, are 
plainly written, ſome of them by S. Perer r Ep. 4 ch. Bur 
all of them by S. Paul, Gal. 5.15. Now the workes of 
the fleſh are manifeſt, which are thelr,a<v/tery, fornication, 
wncleaneneſſe, laſciviouſneſſe, &c of the which I(1l you before 
4s I have told you in time s paſt, that they who do ſuch things 
ſhall not inherit the Kingdome of God. 

it 1 ſhould tell you that all 6#4terneſſe and evil ſpeaking 
(nay ſuch is the modeſty and gravity which Chriſtianity 
requires of us) fooliſh talke and jefiing arerhings not allow- 
ed to Chriſtians, would not many cry out theſe are hard 
and ſtrange {ayings who can heare themrand yet -as ſtrange 
as they may ſceme, they. have beene writren well nigh 
1600 yeares, and are yet extant ig very legible Characters 
inthe Epiſt+ rothe Zph.the end ot the 4. and the beginniog 
of the 5 chap; 

To come alittle nearer to the buſineſſeof ourtimes, the 
cheife Aours in this bloudy Tragcedy, which is now 
upon the Stage, who have robb'd our Soveraigne Lord the 
King of his Forts, Townes, Ticaſure, Ammunition, Houles, 
of the Perſons of-many of his Subjets, and ( as much as- 
lyes in them) of the hearts of all of them; Is it cxedible that 

A 3 they 
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they know and remember and conſider the example of 
David recorded for their inſtruction ? Whoſe heart ſrqore 

bin when be had but cat off the hemmst of Sauls garment, 
They that make no ſcruple at all of fighting with His 
Sacred Majeſty,and ſhooting Musketts and Ordnance at + 
Him (which ſare have not theskill, 10 chooſe a Subject \ 
from a King) tothe extreame hazardot his Sacred Perſon, 
whomby all poſſible obligations they are bound rodefend, 
do they know thinke you the general] rule without excep. 
tion or limitation left by the Holy Ghoſt for our direQtion 
in all ſuch caſes, Who can lift up his hand againſt the Lords 
Anoynied, and be innocent? or dothey contider his Com- 
mand in the Proverbs of Solomon, My Sonne feere God and 
the King, aud medale not with them :hat defire change, Or his 
coun{ell in the Booke of Eccleſiaſtes 1 counſel thee to keepe the 
Kinzs Commandement, and that in regard of the Oath of God, 
or becauſe they poſſibly may pretend that they are ex- 
empted from, or unconcerned inthe commands of obedi. 
ence delivered inthe Old Teſtament, do they know and 
remember the precept givento all Chriſtians by S, Pexer, 
Submit your ſelves to every Ordinance of man, for the Lords 
ſake, whether it be 10 the King as Supreame, or unto Governors, 
4; unto them that are ſent by bing? or that terrible {anion of 
the ſame command, They that reſpſt ſhall receine to themſelves 
damnation, leit us by St- Paulin his Epiſtle tothe Romans, 
who then were the miſerable SubjeQs of the worſt King, 
the worſt man, nay, Irthinke I may addetruly, the wort 
beaſt in the world, thatſo all Rebells mouthes might be 
ſtopt for ever, and left without all colour or prerence 
whatſoever to juſtifie cefiſtance of Soveraigne power, Un. 
doubtedly if they did know and conſider and lay cloſc to 
their hearts, theſe places of Scripture. or the fearetull 
judgement which betcll Cor:h, Dathar, and Abiram, - 
this 
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this very finne which now they commit and with ahigh 
hand ſtill proceed in, it would be impoſhble but theit 
hearts ould ſinire them, as Davids did, upon an infinitely 
leſſe occaſion, and affright thcm our of thoſe wayes of pre- 
ſent contuſion, and eternall damnation, And then on the 
other (ide they that maintaine the Kings righteous cauſe 
with the hazard of their lives and fortunes, but by their 
oathes and curſes, by their drunkennefle, and debauchery, 
by theit irreligion andprophannefle, fight more powerfully 
againſt their party, then by all other meanesthey do or 
can fight for it, are not I feare very well acquainted with a- 
ny part of the Bible, bur thar ſtri&t caution which properly 
concernes themſelves in the booke of Leviticus, I much 
Joubr rhey have ſcarce ever hard of it, When thow' gceſt 9 
wary with thine Enemies, then take hcede there be no wicked 
' thing in thee, not onely no. wickednefle inthe cauſe thou 
mainraineſt, nor no wickedneſle in the meanes by which 
thou mainraineſt it, but no perſonall impietics in theper- 
{ons that maintaine it.Belovedfor the former two, we have 
reaſon to be full of comfort and contidence, For what is 
our cauſe? what is that which you fighr, and we pray for? 
bur to deliver the King and all his good Subjects out of the 

ower of their Enemies, who will have no-pcace but with 
their {laves and vaſſalls: and for the meanes by which it 
15 maintained, it is not by lying, it is not by caluinnies, it _ 
is not by running firſt our felves, and then forceing the 
people to univerſall perjury? bur by a juſt warre, becauſe 
neceſſary, and by as faireand mercifull awarre, as if they 
were not Rebells and. Traitors you fight agaigſt, bur Com- 
petirors in a doubrfull Title, But now torthethird parrof 
the caution,thar, ro-deale (ngeniouſly with you, and rode- 
liver my owne ſoule, if [ cannot other mens, that 1 cannor 
\ thinke of with halfe ſo much comfort as the former ; bur 
| lecing 
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ſeeing ſo many Fenaſſes ur A inthe ſame ſhip, the 
ſame cauſe with us, and fo many Achen's.entering into Bat- 
tle with us againſt the Cananites, ſecing Publicanes and fin- 
ners on the one (ide, againſt Scribes and Phariſees on the 0- 
ther;on the one (ide Hypocriſy, on the other prophaneſſe, 
no honeſty nor juſtice onthe one (ide, and very little pie. 
ty onthe other; On the one fide horrible oathes, curſes, 
and blaſphemies ; On the other peſtilentlyes, calumnies, 
and perjury: When I ſee amongſt them the pretence of re- 
tormation, .if not the deſire, purſued by Antichriſtian, Ma- 
humetap, devilliſh meanes , aad amongſt us little or no 
zcale for reformation of what is indced amiſle, little or no 
Care to remove the caule of Gods anger rowards us, by juſt, 
lawfull, and Chriſtian meanes ; I profeſle plaincly I can- 
not wichout crembling conſider what is likely to be the c- 
vent of theſe diſtractions; | cannot but feare that the good- 
neſſe of our cauſe may finke under the burthen of our ſins: 
And that God in his juſtice, becauſe we will not ſuffer his 
Judgementsto atcheive their prime ſcope and intention, 
which is our amendment and reformation, may either de- 
liver us upto the blind zeale and fury of our Enemies, or 
elſe, which I rather feare, make us inſtruments of his ju. 
ſticeeach againſt other, and of our owne juſt and deler- 
ved confuſion. This I profeſle plainely is my feare, and [I 
would ro God it were likewiſe rhe feare of every Souldier 
in His Majeſties Army, but that which increaſeth my feare 
is, that I [ee very many of th:m have very little or none ar 
all: I meane not that they are feareleſle rowards their Ene- | 
mies, (that's our joy and Triumph) but that they ſhew their 
courage everf againſt God, and feare not bim, whom ir is 
madneſſe not to teare. Nuw from whence can their not 
fearing him proceed ; but trom their not knowing him, 


their ngt knowing his will and their owne duty * not 
knowing 
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knowing how highly it concernes Souldiers above other 
profeſſions to be religious, and then if ever when they are 
engaged in dangerous adventures , and every moment 
have thcir lives in their hands, When they 2010 warre with 
their Enemies,then t0 take heed there be no wicked thing in them. 

You ſee, beloved, how many inſtances and examples E 
have given you of ourgrofle ignorance of what is neceſſary 
& calte for us to know,& to thels it were no dithcult matter 
ro adde more. Now from whence can this ignorance pro- 
ceed, but from ſupine negligence? and from whence this 
negligence,but from our not beleiving what we pretend to 
bcleive? For did we beleive firmly and heartily, that this 
Booke were given us by God forthe rule of our Adcions, 
and that obedience to it were the certaineand anly way to 
eternall happineſle, itwereimpoſlible we ſhould be ſuch c- _ 
nemiesto ur (elves, ſuch Traytors to our owne ſoules, as 
notto ſearch it at leaſt with ſomuch diligence, thatnone- 
ceſſary point of our duty plainely raught in it could poſſi- 
bly eſcape us, But it is certaine, and apparent to all the 
world, that the greateſt part of Chriſtians, through groſſe 
and willful] negligence remaine utterly ignorant of many 
neceflary points of thcir duty to God, and man: and there- 
tore it is much to be feared, that this booke, and the Relt 
gion of Chriſt contained in it, among an infinite of profe{- 
{ours, labours with great pe nury of true beleivers. 

[t were an cafie matter (if the rime would permit) to 
preſent unro you many other demonſtrations of the ſame 
concluſion; but tothis drawne from our willing ignorance 
of that which is caſte and neceſſary for us to know, I will 
content my fſelte ro adde only one more taken, from our 
voluntary and preſumptuous negle& to do thoſe things 
which we know and acknowledge to be neceflary; 

It a man ſhould ſay unto me that it concernes him as 

much 
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mu ch as his life is worth, to go preſently to ſuch a place, 
and that he knowes but one way to ic, and I ſhould ſee him 
ſtand till or go ſome other way, had [ any reaſon to be- 
leive that this man beleives himſelte? Quid Yerba audiam, 
cam facta videam, ſaith he in the Comedy, Proteſtatio contre 
fattum non valet, ſayeth the Law, and why ſhould [ beleive, 
that, that man beleives obedience to Chriſt the only way 
to preſent and eternall happineſſe, whom1 ſee wittingly, 
and willingly, and conſtantly, and cuſtomarily to diſobay 
him? The time was that we all knew that the King could 

reward thoſe that did him ſervice, and puniſh thoſe that 
did him diſ-fervice, and then all men were ready to obay 
his Commands, and he was a rare man that durſt do any 
thing to his facethat offended him. Beloved, if we did 
but beleive in God, fo much as moſt SubjeRts do in their 
King,did we as verily beleive, that God could and would 
make us perfealy happy it we ſerve him, though all the 
world conſpire to make us miſerable, and that he could 
and would make us miſerable if we ſerve him not, rhough 
all the world ſhould conſpire ro make us happy, how were 
ir poſſible that to ſuch a faith our lives ſhould not be con- 

formable? Who was there ever ſo madly in love with a 
preſent penny, asto runnthe Jeaft hazard of the lofle of 
10000!a yeare togaineit, or notreadily to part with it 

vpon any probable hope or light perſwaſton, much-more 
a firme belcife thar by doing fo he ſhould gaine 10000015, 
Now beloved the happineſfe which the ſervants of Chriſt 

are promiſed in the Scriprure, weall pretend to beleeve, 
that it exceeds the conjundion of all the good things of the 
world, and much more {uch a portion as we may poſſibly 

enjoy,infinitly more then r 0000! a yeare,or 100000! doth 
2 penny; for 100000! is but a penny ſo many times over, 
and 10000! 2 ycare is worth but a certaine number of 
pence 
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pence, but betweene hcaven and earth, betweene finite 
-. and infinite, betweene eternity and a moment, there isut- 
, terly no proportion, and therefore ſeeing we are ſoapt u 

*. ontrifling occaſions, to hazard this heaven for this earth, 
rhis infinite for this finite, this all for this nothing, is it noe 
much to be feared,that though many of us pretend ro much 
fairh,we have indeed very little or none at all? The ſumme 
of all which hath beene ſpoken concerning this point is 
this, Were we firmely perſwaded that obedience tothe 
Goſpell of Chriſt, is the true and only way to preſent and 
cternall happineſle, (withqut which faith no man living 
can be juſtified ) rhenthe innate defire of our owne happi- 
neſſe could not bur make us ſtudious inquirers of the will of 
Chriſt, and conſcionable pertormers of it; Bur there areas 
experience ſhewes) very few, who make it their care and 
buſineſſe to know the will of Chriſt, and of thoſe few, a- 
gaine, very many, who make no conſcience at all of doing 
what they know: therefore though they profefle and pro- 
teſt they have faith, yet their proteſtations are notto be re- 
go againſt their ations, bur we may ſafely and rex- 
onably conclude what was to be concluded, That the 
Doctrine of Chriſt amongſt an infinite of profeſſors, la- 
bours with great ſcarcity of true, and ſerious, and hearty 
beleevers, and that herein alſo we accompliſh St. Pauls 
predition, having 4 forme of godlineſſe, but denying &c. 

But perhaps the truth and reality of our repentance may 
make ſome kind of ſatistation ro God Almighty for our 
hypocriticall dallying with him in all the reſt ;: truly I 
ſhould be heartily glad it were ſo: but Tam ſo farre from 
being of this faith,! that herein 1 feare weare{ moſt of all 
hypocriticall, and that the generallity of profeſſors is fo 
farre from areall practiſe of true repentance, that ſcarce 
one in an hundred underſtands truly what itis. 

Some {atisfiethemſclves witha bare confeffion and ac- 

C2 knowledge- 
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k nowledgement cither that they are ſinners'in generall, or 
that they have committed ſuch and ſuch finnes in particu- 
lar, which acknowledgemeart comes not yet from the heart 
of a great many, butonly from their lipps and tongues: 
For how many are there that do rather complaine and 
- murmure that they are finners, then acknowledge and con- 
feſſe it? and make it upon the matter rather cthetr unhappi- 


nefle and miſtortune, then their true fault, that they are ſo? : 


ſuch are all raey who impure all their commiſſions of evill 
to the unavoydable want of reftraine/g grace, and all their 
omitſſion of good to the like want of effefuall exciting grace, 
All tuch as pretend thatthe Commandements of God are 
1mpollible ro be kept any better then they are kept, and 
thus the world, the Fleſh and the Devill are even omnipo- 
rent enemies, and that God neither deth nor will give ſuf. 
ficient ſtrength to refiſt and over come them. All ſuch as 
lay all their taults upon Adam and fay with thoſe rebellious 
Iiraclites {whom God afluresthat they neither had nor 
ſhould have juſt reaſon to ſay lo) That their Fathers bad 
eaien ſowre grapes, and their teeth were ſet on edge. Laſtly all 
ſuch as lay all cheir finnes upon devre preſcrence, and predee 
ſtznatien, ſaying with their tongues, O what wretched fin. 
- ners have we beenc, but in their hearts how could we help 
it, we were predeſtinate to it, we could not do otherwiſe, 
All ſuch as icriouſly (o per{wade themlelves,and thinke 
to hide nakednefle with {tech figg leaves as theſe, can no 
more be ſayd ro acknowledge themſelves guilty of a fault, 
then a man that is borne blinde or lame, with the ſtone or 
gout can accuſe himſclfe of any fault for being borne ſo, 
well may ſuch a one complaine and bemone himſelfe, and 
ſay, O wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from 
this unhappincfie! bur ſuch a complaint is as farre from be. 
ing a true acknowledgement of any fault, as a bare ac- 
knowledgement of a faulr is farre from true Mo” 
| or 
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for to confeſle a fault is to acknowledge, thar freely and 
\ willingly, without any conſtraint, or unavoydable necet- 
firy, we have tranſgrefled thelaw of God, it being in our 
power by Gods grace to have done otherwiſe, To aggravate 
this fault is to confeſle we have done ſo when we might 
ealily have avoyded it, and had no great nor violent temp- 
rationto ir; to pretend any great difficulty inthe matter is 
roexcuſe and extenuate it; but to ſay that all things confa- 
dered it was abſolutely impoſſible for youto avoyd it, is 
flatly to deny it. Others there arethat thinke they have 
done enough,if to confeſſion of finne they adde ſome for- 
row for it; it when the preſent fit of {inne is paſt, and they 
are returned to themſelves, the ſting remaining breed 
ſome remorle of conſcience, ſome complaints againſt their 
wickedneſle and fo!ly for having done fo, and ſome inten- 
tions to forſake it,though vaniſhing and incffeuall, Theſe 
heate-dropps, this morning dew of ſorrow, though it pre- 
ſently vanth and they returne to their fiane againe upon 
the next temptation 4s 4 dozg 10 bu vomit when the pang is 
over, yetinthe pauſes betweene, while they are in their 
200d moode, they conceive themſelves to have very true, 
and very good repentance; ſothar if they ſhould have the 
good fortune to be taken away in one of theſe Intervalla, 
one of theſe ſober moodes, they ſhould certainly be ſaved, 
which is juſt aSif a manin aquartane Ague, or the ftone, or 
goute, ſhould thinke himſelfe ridd of his dilcalc as oft as 
he is our of his fitr, 4 

Bur if repentance were no morebut ſo; how could St. 


| Paal have truly ſayd, that godly ſorrow worketh repentance? &. *&Y 7-70. 


very man knowes that nothing can worke it ſelfe. The Ar- 
chireR is not the houſe which he builds, T he Father is not 
the Son which he begets, the Tradetman is not the worke 
which be makes, and therefore if ſorrow, godly ſorrow, 
C3 worketh 
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worketh repentance, certainely ſorrow is not repentance: 
the ſame Saint Paw/tells us in the ſame place, that the ſorrow 
of the world worketh death,and you will give me leave to con- 
clude from hence, thereforc ir is not death, and w hart ſhall 
hinder me from concluding thus alſo, Godly ſorrow wor- 
keth repentance, therefore it is not repentance, 

Torhis purpoſe itis worth the obſerving that when the 
Scripture {peakes of that kind of repentance, which is one- 
ly ſorrow for ſomething done, and wiſhing it undone, it 
conſtantly uſeth the word ymwinueto which forgiveneſle 
of ſinnes is no where promiſed. Soitis wricten of Fudas 
the ſonne of perdition, Aatth, 27. 5. wmuinndeis aviaes 
he repented and went and hanged himſelfe, and ſo conſtantly in 
other places, But that repentance to which remiſſion of 
ſinnes and ſalyation is promiſed is perpetually expreſſed by 
the word Meniwe, which ſignifies a through change of 
the heart & ſoulc,of the life and ations, Merzrocire, fyſms 38 j 
Cage FS zearor Mate. 2.Which is rendred in our laſttranſla- 
tion, Repent for the Kingdome of heaven « at hand, But much 
better, becauſe freer from ambiguity in the entrance to our 
Common Prayer Booke- Amend your lives for tbe Kingdome of 
beaven is at hind, From whence by the way we may ob- 
ſerve,that in the judgement of thoſe holy and learned Mar. 
yrs, repentance and amendment of life are all one: And I 
would to God the ſame men, out of the ſame care of avoy- 
ding miſtakes, and to take away occaſton of cavilling our 
Liturgy from them that ſeckeit, and out of feare of encou- 
rageing carnall men to ſecurity in {inning, had beene ſo 
provident, asto ſer downe in rermes the firſt ſentence taken 
out of the18th, of ZFekiel, and not have pur in the place of 
it an ambiguous, and (though not in it ſelfe, yer accidental- 
ly, by reatonot the miſtake to which ir is ſubjeR,) I feare 


very often a pergitious paraphrale; for whereas thus they 
| make 
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make it: At what time ſorver a Sinner doth »epent bln of Bis 
finnes from the bottome of bus heart, 1 will put all his wickedmeſſe 
out of my remembrance,ſaith the Lord; The plaine truth, if you 
will heare it, is, the Lord doth nor ſay fo, theſe are not the 
very words of God, but the paraphraſe ot men: the words 
of God are as followeth---1f the wicked tarne from all the fins 
which he hath committed, and keepe all my Statutes, and ds that 
which 1s lawfull and right he ſhall ſurely live, he fhall not dye, 

where [| hope you ealily oblerve that there is no ſuch word 
as--At what time ſorver 4 ſinner doth repent, &c. and that 
there is a wide difference betweene this /as rhe word repent 
uiually ſounds in the cares of the peopkJand turning from 
all finnes, and keeping all Gods Statutes, that indeed ha» 
ving no morein itburt forrow and good purpoſes, may be 
done eaſily and certainely atthe laſt gaſpe, andit is very 
ſtrange thar any Chriſtian, who yes in his right ſenſes,and 
knowes the difference berweene heaven and hell, ſhould 
faile of the pertorming it:but thisworke ofturning, keeping, 
and doing is (though not impoſſible by extraordinary mcr- 
cy to be performed at laſt) yet ordinarily a worke of time, 
a long and a laborious worke (but yet heaven is very well 
worth it}and if you-meane to go through with it, you had 
need goe about ir preſently, Yet ſeeing the Compoſers of 
our Liturgy thought fit ro abreviate, Turing from all ſinne, 
and keeping all Gods Statutes and dving that which is lawfull and 
rizht, into this one word, repenting, it is cafie and obvious 
to cole from hence,as I did before, from the other place, 
that by repenrancethey underſtood not only ſorrow for 
finne, but converfion from it. T'x fame word Mrrarue Marr, 

12.42. is uſcd in ſpeaking o: the repentance of the Njni- 

vites and how reall, hearty, and efftetuall a converſion rhat 

was you may fec Fones 3 from the 5 tothe laſt verſe. The 

People of Ninive beleeved God, and put on ſackcloth from the 


greateſs 
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greateſt of them to the leaſt of them, for word came to the King of- 
Niniveh, a4 he aroſe from his throne, and he caſt his Robe from 
him, and covered him with ſackcloth, and {ate in aſhes, and he 
cauſed it to be proclaimed end publiſhed throughout Niniveh, by 
;be decree of the King and of his nobles, ſaying. Let neither man 
nor beaſt, beard, nor flock, taſte auy thing, let them not feed nor 
drinke water, but let man and zeaft be covered with ſackcloth, 
and cry mightily unto God, yea let every one turne from hu evill 
way, and from the violence which is in their hands, who can tell 
if God will turye and repent, and twrue away hu fierce anger that 
we periſh not? 

Wiich words containe an excellent and lively paterne 
for all crue penitents to follow,and whereunto to conforme 
themſelves in thcir humiliation and repentance. And tru- 
ly though their be no Fonas ſent expreſſely from God to 
cry unto us. Yet forty dayes and Naneveh ſhalbe deftroyed, yet 
ſecing the mouth of Erernall rruth hath raughe us, that 
4 Kinzdome divided is in ſuch danger of ruine and defſtructi- 
on, that, morally ſpeaking, it it continue divided it cannot 
ſtand, and ſecing the ſtrange and mtlerable condition of 
our Nationat this time, may give any conſiderable man 
jaſt cauſe ro feare, that as in Rehoboamss cale, fo likewile in 
ours, The thing is of the Lord, intending to bring his heavy 
judgement upon us, for our great finnes, and our ſtupid, 
and ttupendious ſecutity in finning, and to make us inſtru- 
ments of his deſigned vengeance, one upon another, per- 
adventure it would be a ſeatonable and neceſlary motion 
to be made to our King and his Nobles--To revive this old 
Proclamation of the King of Nineveh, and to ſend it with au- 
thority through His Majeſties dominions, andtotry whe. 
thier it will produce ſome good effect : who can tell if God 
will turne and repent, and turne away from his fierce anger, that 
we periſh not? Who can tell whether he that hath the hearts 
of 
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of King and people in his hand, and turneth them whicher- 
foever he thinketh beſt, may-not upon our Tepentance take 
/ our extreamity for his oportunity, . and at-laſt open our 
eyes that we may [ee thoſe things that belong to car peace, and 
fhew us the way of Pegce, which hitherto we haveinoc 
known: burthis by the way, for my purpole I that 
this repentancewhich, when the ſword ofGod was drawne; 
and his arme advanced for a blow, ſtayd his hand, and 
ſheathed his (word againe, was not a meere ſorrow fortheir 
finnes, and a purpoſe to leave them;nay it was not only lay- 
ing aſide their gallantry and bravery, and putting on fack- 
cloth and ſitting in aſhes, and crying mightily unto- God, 
of which yet we are come veryſhort: but itwas alſo and 
that cheifly, their univerſall curning from their evill way; 
which above all rhe reſt was prevalent and effeQuall with 
God Almighty, for ſoit is written, And God ſaw their works 
that they turned from their eviliway, and Godrepented him of 
the evill that he ſayed bewonld do, and he didit not, 

In the Goſpell of S; Lake,.cap. 24. The condition of 
the newCovenant,to which remiſhonot finnesis promiſed; 
is expiiſſed by the word Meri .-Thus it beboved Chriſt to 
ſuffer and to riſe from the dead, and that (Menlrua) Repentance 
and remiſfion of ſinnes ſhould be preached in bi name, which 
place if ye compare with that in the Goſpell of $, Marrhers. 
Goteach all Natrens bapttting them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Sonne, and of the Holy-Gho(t, teaching them to obſerve 
all w r_ command yon. It will be nodifficulry to 
collect, that Wihat our Saviour calls in one place Menivore re- 
pentance, that he calls in another obſerving all that he hath 
commanded;which it repentance wereno more bur ſorrow 
for ſinne, and intending to leave ir, certainely he never 
could nor would have done: And as little could S- Pawl 
Ad. 120. 21, profeſle that the _ matterot his preach- 
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ing was nothing clſe but Mimpue is 73y Oey Repentance towards 
Goa, and faith in onr Lord leſws Chriſt; It being manifeſt in 
his Epiſtles, he preaches and preſſes every where, the ne- 
ceffity of mortification, regeneration; new, and fincere 0- 
bedience, all which are evidently got contained under the 
head q&# 4176, and therefore it is evident he comprized all 
theſe under the name of Repentance. 

In which words moreover it is very confiderable, as al- 
ſoin another place, Heb+* 6. where among the fundamen« 
ralls of Chriſtianity the firſt place is given to Menirua 
an 4 vexpor Gar | ſay itis very confiderable, that though 
the word may not very abſolutely be rendred repentance, 
yet we ſhall do much right to the place and make them 
much more cleare and intelligible, if inſtead of repentance 
we had put converſion as it is in ſome of the beſt Latine 
wran{lations: ſo for example, if inſtead of repentance 19 God 
AG, 20.and repentance from dead workes in the Epiſtle to 
the Heb. which our Engliſh rongue will hardly beare, we 
ſhould reade converſion to God, comverſucn fro dead workesc- 
very one {ces it would be more perſpicuous and more natu- 
rall, whereas onthe other ſide if inſtead of repentance we 
ſhould ſubſtitute ſorrow (as every true and genuine inter- 
pretation may with advantage to the clearencſſe of the 
ſenſe be put in place of the word interpreted) and read the 
places ſorrow towards God,and ſorrow from arad workes, it is 
apparent that this reading would be unnaturall, aad almoſt 
ridiculous, which is a great argument that Meniyvato which 
forgiveneſle of innes is promiſed in the Gocll, is not an» 
ly ſorrow for finne,but converſion from finne, 

And yet it it be not ſo, but thatheaven may be purchas 
ſed at eaficr, and cheaper rates: how comes it to- palſethat 
in the new Teſtament, we are ſoplainely and ſo frequently 
aſlared, that without aRuall, and effeQuall amendment, 

and 
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2ndneweneſſc of life, without aQuall, and effeuall mor- 
| rificarion, regeneration, ſanRification, there isno hope, 
no poſſibility of Salvation. | 
Every tree that bringeth not' forth good fruit s hewen dewne Maths 32 19: 
and caſt into the fire, So S. lobn Baptiſt preaches repentance; 
\ tt is notthen the leaves of a faire profeffion, no- nor the 
bloſſomes of good purpoſes and intentions, but the fruite, 
the fruite only that can ſave us from the fire, neither is it e- 
nough not to beare ill fruite, unleſſe we bring forth good. 
Pvery tree that bringeth not forth good fraite is bewen downe and 
caſt into the fire, | 
Not every one that ſayeth unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into 
the Kingdome of heaven, but he that doth the will of my Father 
which is in heaven, (0 our Saviour Maith,7 21. And againe 
- afrer he had delivered his moſt divine precepts in his Ser. 
mon on the mount (which Sermon containes the ſubſtance 
of the Golpell of Chriſt: he cloſeth up all with ſaying: be 
that heareth theſe ſayings of mine and doth them not (and yet 
theſe werethe hardeſt ſayings thar everhe layed) 7 will 
liken hims to a fooliſh man, which built his houſe upon the ſand, 
that is his hope of Salvation, upon a ſandy andfalle ground 
when the rane deſcended, and the floods came, and the winds 
wh and beare npon that houſe , it fell, and great was the fall 
of it. 
They that are Chrifts have crucified the fleſh with the affet;- 
01s and lufis. SOS. Paul, Gal- 5. 24. they then that have 
not done ſo, nor crucified the ficſh with the affections and 
luſts, let thera be as ſorrowfull as they picaſe, let them in- 
tend what they pleaſe, they as yet are none of Chriſts, and 
good Lord what a multitude of Chriſtians then are there 
inthe world that do not belong ro Chriſte | :Þ 
The wor kes of the fleſb ſayerth the {ume S, Paul, ave manifeſt a 19, 30g 
which are theſe Adultery, Firmicaticn,l/neleenneſſe, Laſervi = 
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#nſneſſe, Idolitry, Witchcraft, Hatred, Variance, Emulations, 
Wrath,Strife,Seditions,fereſies, Envyings, Marthers, Drunken - 
ne(ſe, revellings, of t9e which I tel[you before, as t have toldyou 
in times paſt, that they which- do ſuch things ſhall not inherit the 
kingdome of God. He dothnot ſaythey which have done ſuch 
things. ſhall not be ſaved, but manifeſtly ro. the contrary 
-- Such were [ore of you,but ye are waſhed, but you are ſanttiſied: 
but he ſayes;they which do ſuch things, and without amend- 
ment of life ſhall continue docing them, ſhall not be excuſ- 
ed, by any pretence of ſorrow and good purpoſes. They 
fall not inberite the Kingdome of Heaven, 

And againe in another Epiſtle, know ye not that the anrighs 
$£0u5 ſhall not inheris the Kingdome of God*be not deceivea, nei- 
ther fornicators, nor 1dolaters, nor CAdulterers, nor abuſers of 
themſelves with mankiude, nor Theeves, nor Cove'ons, nor 
Drankards, nor revilers ſhall inherit the Kingdome of God. 

In Chrift Feſws (ſaiththe lame Saint Paul in other places) 
nothing availeth but faith: nothing but a new creature, nothing 
but keeping the Commandements of God ; it is notthen a wiſh-- 
ing but a working faith, not wiſhing you were a new Crea- 
, ture, nor ſorrowing you are not, but beitg a new creatutez 
not wiſhing you had kepr,nor forrowing you have nor kepr; 
nor purpoicing vainly to keepe, but keeping his Comman- 
dements muſt prevaile with him. 

Follow peace with all men and holineſſe(ſaith the Divine Au- 
thour of the Epiſtle to the Heb.) without which no man ſhall ſee 
the Lord. | 

Saiat Peter in-his 24,Epiſtle, commends unto-us a golderr 
chaine of Chriſtian perfeRions; -conſiſting of thele linkes, 
Faith, vertue, knowledge, Temperance, patience, godlineſſe, bro. 
therly kinantſſe, charity: and then addes--He that lacketh theſe 
things 41 blind, and knowerknot that he was purged from px old 
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ſames, Lethis ſorrow be never ſo great, and hisdefires ne- 
ver logood, yer it he lacke theſe things, he is blind, and was 
p#rged from his old ſinnes,6u1 8s not, 

Laſtly Saint 18bn, he rhat hath this hope parifieth bimſelſe,e= 

ven «4 he is pure, the meaning is not with the ſame. 
of purity, for that is impoſſible, but with the ſame kind, the 
{ame truth of purity, he that doth not putify himſclfe may, 
nay doth flatter himfelfe, and without warrant preſume up- 
op Gods favour,bur this bope he hath not;and- againe, Z1- 
tle Children, let no mas deceive you, be that doth righreanſneſe, 
is 1ighteous,even 4 he is righteous; Andthus you ſeeall t 
divine Writers of the New Teſtament with one conſent and 
one mouth proclaime the neceſſity of reall. holinefle,and la- 
bour together to diſinchant us,trom this vaine phanly, that 
men-may be ſaved, by ſorrowing for their finne and inten- 
ding tolrave ir. without effecuall converfion-and reforma- 
rion of life, which,it may well be feared, hath ſcartthoulands 
of ſoules to hell inagolden dreame of heaven... 

... But is notthisto preach workes as the Papiſts doef? no 
certainely it is not; but vo preach workes as Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles doe, it is to preach the neceſſity of them,whichno 
good Proteſtant,no goodChriſtian ever denied;bur it isnor 
ro preach. the meritot them which is thecrror afthe Pa- 
piſts. 

-- Butisitnotto preach the Lawe in time ofthe-Goſpell? 
no certainely it is not: for the Law forgives nofinnes bur 
requireth exacd obedience, & _— every one which from 
the beginning to the end of his life,continnueth not in all things 
which are writien in the Law 10 age themybut the Golpell ſayes, 
and accordingly I have ſaid unto you, that there is mercy 
alwayecs.in ſtore, for thoſe who know the day of (hear viſitari 
and forſake their finnes in-time of mercy,and that God-wil 
pardon their imperfeRions ip the progrefle of an + 
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who miſcall not preſumptuous and deliberate Sinnes by the 
name of imperfeRions ; but ſeriouſly and truly endeavour 
to be perfe& ; onely I forewarne you that you muſt never 
looke to be admitted to the wedding teaſt of the Kings Son, 
either in the impure rages of any cuſtomary ſinne,or with- 
out the wedding garment of Chriſtian holineſſe;onely I fore- 
warne you that whoſoever lookes to be made partaker of 
the joyes of heaven, muſt make it the cheife, if not the one- 
ly bufineſle of his life, to know the Will of God and to doe 
it , that great violence is required by our Saviour for the ta- 
king of this Kingdome, that the race we are to run is a lon 
race, the building we areto ere is a great building, & will 
hardly, very hardly be finiſhed in a day, that the worke we 
have to doe of mortifying all vices;and acquiring all Chri- 
ſtian vertues, is a long worke ; we may cahily deterre it too 
long, we cannot poſſibly begin it too loone. Onely I would 
periwade you,and I hope I have done, that that repentance 
which is not effeQuall to true and rimely converſion will 
never be available unto cternall ſalvation. And if I have 
proved unto you that this is indeed the nature of true re- 
pentance, then certainely I have proved withall, that that 
repentance wherewith the generality of Chriſtians content 
themſelves, notwithſtanding their great profeſhons what 
they are, and their glorious proteſtations of what they in- 
rend to be, is not the power but the forme ; not the truth bue 
the ſhadow of true repentance, andthat herein alſo we ac- 
_ pliſk Saint Paxlsprediftion, having a forme of goalineſſe, 

Co 

And now what remaines but that (as I ſaid in the begin- 
ning, ) I ſhould humbly intreat and earneſtly exhort every 
man that hath heard mee this day,to confurte in his particu- 
lar what I have proved true in the generall, To take care 


that che ſinne of tormality, though it be the {anne of our | 
times, 
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, times, may yetnor be the ſinne of our perſons, "that we ſa- 
tisfy not our ſelves with the ſhadowes of Religion, without 
the ſubſtance of it, nor with the forme of: gedlneſſe without 
the power of it, ws: * 

Tothis purpoſe I ſhall beſeech you to confider, thar 
though ſacrificing, burning incenſe, celebrating of ſer fe- 
ſtivalls, praying, taſting,and ſuch like, were under the Law, 
the ſervice of God commanded by himſelfe, yet whenſa- 
everthey proceeded nor from, nor were joyned with the 
ſincerity of an honeſt heart,he profeſſerh frequently almoſt 
in all the Prophets, .not onely his ſcorne and contempt of 
them all, as fond, empty, and ridiculous ; bur alſo his ha- 
ting.loathing,and dereſting of them as abominable and im- 

iOUS. 

. The Sacrifice of the wicked s abomenation to God, Prov.15.8. 
What have I to doe with the multitade of your Sacrifices? ſaith the 
Lord, Eſay the firſt, I a7 full of 1he burnt offerings of Rammes, 
and of the fat of fedbeaſts, when ye come to appeare before mee, 
who required this at your bands? Bring nomorevaine oblations: 
Incenſe is an abomination to met,! cannot ſuffer your new moones, 
nor ſabbaths, nor ſolemne dayes, it ts iniquity evew your ſolemne 
aſſemblies: My ſonle hateth your new moones, and your appoin- 
ted feaſts, they ave a bor then to me, 7 am woary to beare chem; and 
when you ſhall ſtretch ont your bands, 1 will hide mine eyes from 
you, and though you make many prayers 1 will net beare, for your 
hands are full of bloud. 

And againe Iſa, 66. 3. He that kills an Oxt is as if he ſlew 8 
wan, he that ſacrificeth a Lambe as if be cut off a Doggs necke, 
he that offereth an oblation as if he offered Swines fleſh, be that 
burned incenſe, as if he bleſſed an 1dol;, and whar's the reaſon 
| of this ſtrange averſion ofGod from his owneOrdinances? 
i followes inthe next words, they bave choſen rbeir owne 
wyes, and their ſoule delighteth in their abominations. 
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| Terrible are-the words which he ſpeaketh tothe ſame 
purpoſe inthe prophecy of {mos chap. 5. v.21, 22,23- 
T hate, I deſpiſe your feaſt dayes, and 1will not ſmell in your ſ6- 
lempe aſſemblies, though you offer me burnt offerings ana meate 
offerings, 1 will not accept ithem, wor will I regard your peace of- 
ferenes, | 

Now beloved, if this hypocriſie,this reſting in outward 
performances, were {o odious to God under the law, areli- 
gion full of ſhadowes, and ceremonies, certainely it will be 
much more odious to do {o under the Goſpel, a religion 
of much more ſimplicity, and exaRing ſo much the greater 
{incerity of the heart, cven becauſe ic disburdens the out- 
ward man of the performance of Legall rites and obſer- 
vances. And therefore if we now _ the Goſpell, ſhall 
thinke to delude God Allmighty, as Micholl did Seul,with 
an Idoll handſomely dreſt inſtead of the true David. If we 
ſhall content and pleaſe our ſelves, with being of ſuch or 
ſuch a Sec or profeſſion, with going to Church, laying, 
or hearing of Prayers, receiving of Sacraments, hearing, 
repeating or preaching of Sermons, with zeale for Cere- 
monies, or zeale againſt them, or indeed with any thing 
beſides conſtant picty towards God, Loyalty and obedi- 
encetowards our Soveraigne, juſtice and charity towards 
all our Neighbours, temperance, chaſtity, and ſobriety 
towards our ſelves, certainely we ſhall one day find, that 
wwe have not mocked God, but our {elves,and that our por- 
tio among hypocrites ſhall be greater,then theirs» 

[n the next place lect mee intreat you to conſider the 
fearfull judgement whichGod hath particularly threatned 
tothis very ſinne of drawing nigh unto him with our lipps, when 
our hearts are farre from tim? It isthe great judgement of 
being given over to the [pirir of ſlumber andſecurity, the uſu- 


all forerunner of ſpeedy delolation and deſtruction, as we 
may 
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may ſee in the 29 chap, of Eſai4h, trom the 9 tothe 14 verſ. 
Stay your ſelves and wonder, cry ye ont, and cry, they are drunken 
but not with wine, they ftagger but not with ſtrong drinke: » for 
the Lord bath powred out upon you the ſpirit of deepe ſleepe, and 
hath cloſed your eyes. The prophets, and your rulers, the ſeers 
hath he covered,and after,at the 14 verſ The wiſedome of their 
wiſe men ſhall periſh, and the unacr ftanding of thetr prudent men 
ſhall be hidde. Certainely this judgement if ever it were upon 
any people, we have caule to feare it is now upon us. For 
if the ſpirit of deepe icepe were notupon us, how could we 
ſleepe lo lecurely even upon the brinke of rhe pit of per- 
, dition? how could we- proceed on ſo confidently in our 
mirth and jolliry, nay in our crying ſinnes and horrible im- 
pieties, now when the hand of God is upon us,and wrath is 
gone out &even ready ro conſume us? & if the wiſdome af 
our wiſe inen were not periſhed, how were it poſſible they 
ſhould ſo obſtinately refuſe the ſecurity offered of our 
lawes,libertics,and religion by the Kings Oath, by his exe- 
crations on himſelfe, and his poſterity in calc he ſhould vi- 
olate it, by the oathes of all his Miniſters not to conſent to 
or be inſtruments in ſuch a violation, by the ſo n,uch defir- 
ed Trienniall Parlamest, trom whichno tranſgreſſor can 
poſſibly be ſecure; and inſtead of all this ſecurity, {eeke for 
it by a civill warre, the continuance whercot muſt bring us 
to deſtruction and deſolation, or eife he hath deceived us 
by whom we are taught. That a Ktngdome divided azainſt it 
ſelfe cannot ſtand. 
Now what was the finne which provoked this fearetull 

judgement? What bur that which i have laboured to con- 
vince you of, and to difſwade you from, even the finne of 


hypocriſy;as we may ſee at the 12th, verſe: Wherefore ſaith 
the 
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the Lord, foraamuch as this people draw neare me with thiir 
mouth, and with their lips doe honour mee, bat have x#emoved 
their heart farre from mee , and their feare towards mee is taught 
by th: precepts of men,therefore behold I will proceed to doe a mer- 
wvailows worke amone ſt them: for the wiſedome of their wiſe men 
Jhall periſh, Oo, 

Conſider Thirdly what woes,& woes, &wocs our Saviour 
rhunders out againſt rhe Scribes and Pharilces for their hy- 
pocriſy, Woe be unto you Scribes, and Phariſees Hypocrites, and 
againe and againc, Woe be unto you Scrives,and Phariſees, Hypo- 
crizes: Beloved if we be hypocrites as they were, Tith mint 
and Cumin, and neg1lets the weighty matters of the Lew, judge, 
ment and juſtice and mercy,as they did: Make long prayers, and 
under a pretence devoure Widowes houſes,as they did ; Waſh the 
ontfide of the diſh and platter while within we are full of raveniug 
and wickedneſſe, write Gods. Commandements very large 
and faire vpon our Phy/aeries, but ſhut them quite out of 
their hearts: Build the Sepulchres of the old Prophets, and kill 
their ſucceſſors, in fine, if we be like pejmied Sepalchres as they 
were, outwardly garnſhed and beautifull, but within full of dead 
mens bones and rotrenneſſe, weeare then to make accompt 
that all theſe woes belong to us, and will one day over» 
take Us, 

Confider laſtly the terrible example of 4nanias and Sep- 
phira, and how they were ſnatchc away inthe very a of 
their fane, and that their fault was (as the Text rells us ) 
that they lyed unto God. Beloved, we have done ſoa then- 
jfand thouſand times: our whole lives (it fincerely exami- 
ned) would appeare, I feare, little icfle but aperpetuall lye; 
hicterto God hath beene mercifull ro us, and given us time 
to repent, buc let us not proceed ſtill in imitating their 
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- fa: left atlengch we be made partakers of their fall. 

God of his infinite mercy prevent this in every one of us, 
even for his Sonne our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt's ſake ; by - 
whomand with whom, in the uniry of the holy Spirit, be 
all honour and glory to the eternall Father world with. 
outend : Amen, 


_ 
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